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DEATHS IN HOSPITALS*
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W H Y  W E  N E E D  A  Q U A L I T Y  S TA N D A R D  F O R

Less than 60% of the people who die in Ontario 
have a record of having received palliative care 
services during their final 12 months of life. 

Palliative Care  in Ontario

Palliative care relieves suffering and improves the quality of living and dying 
for people with a life-limiting illness. Earlier palliative care can lead to 
better quality of life,1, 2 and palliative-specific home care has been 
associated with a 50% reduction in the likelihood of dying in hospital.3 

Home visits by a health care provider and home care services are two 
examples of the many important components of excellent palliative care. 
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Together, we can improve the quality of 
care  for adults with a life-limiting illness 
who are considering palliative care.

That’s why Health Quality Ontario – in collaboration 
with health care providers, and patients’ families 
and caregivers – has developed this quality 
standard outlining what quality care looks like.

In Ontario, during their final 30 days of life...

Just under one quarter of 
Ontarians receive a home visit 
from a physician in the month 
before their death.

In 2015/16, there was up to a fivefold difference between 
regions of Ontario in the percentage of people who had a 
physician home visit in their last month of life.

Most people in Ontario 
still die in hospital, 
although this percentage 
has decreased.

Most people would prefer to die  at 
home.4,5 Physician home visits  and 
palliative home care visits during the  
last year of life are associated  with a  
lower risk of dying in hospital.3,6  

*Hospital deaths include deaths in  
acute care beds, complex continuing  
care beds and emergency departments.

http://www.hqontario.ca/Evidence-to-Improve-Care/Quality-Standards/View-all-Quality-Standards/Palliative-Care
http://www.hqontario.ca/Evidence-to-Improve-Care/Quality-Standards

	Why we need a quality standard for Palliative Care in Ontario
	In Ontario, during their final 30 days of life...
	Just under one quarter of Ontarians receive a home visit from a physician in the month before their 
	Most people in Ontario still die in hospital, although this percentage has decreased.
	Visit quality standards

